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SFUSD recognized as California Exemplary District
Award celebrates growing student achievement
through model practices in mathematics
San Francisco (April 15, 2019) - The San Francisco Uniﬁed School District (SFUSD) has been
recognized as a California Exemplary District in 2019 for improving student performance in
mathema cs. The award follows the introduc on of a new math course sequence ﬁve years
ago, which has contributed to more students accessing higher level math courses.
The California Exemplary Districts Award celebrates the achievements of school districts that
have implemented model prac ces that led to a posi ve impact on student outcomes. School
districts are awarded from two categories: their performance in implemen ng model prac ces
that have had a posi ve eﬀect on school culture and climate; and for making excep onal strides
in student achievement with an emphasis on the implementa on of state academic standards
and/or access to a broad course of study. SFUSD was recognized for the la er.
“As an equity-driven school district, our math curriculum is rooted in the belief that every
student can excel in math,” Superintendent Dr. Vincent Ma hews said. “Being recognized by the
California Department of Educa on for growing our student achievement in math is a testament
to the relevance of our approach and the hard work of our teachers and staﬀ.”
The Excep onal Strides in Student Achievement category celebrates the achievements of
districts that have posi vely impacted student achievement through model prac ces. In their
applica on, districts must explain how they have made excep onal progress in student
achievement and how they are engaging students and parents in that process.
SFUSD’s new Math Course Sequence Board Policy 6152.1 was adopted by the San Francisco
Board of Educa on in 2014. The course sequence aligns with the Common Core State Standards
(CCSS) and provides a progression of content from algebra, geometry and sta s cs.
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The most recent math enrollment data for the class of 2019 shows that more SFUSD high
school students are taking higher level math classes than ever before under the new secondary
course sequence, and the students who are taking those classes are more diverse.
SFUSD’s gradua ng class of 2019 is the ﬁrst group of students to experience this sequence,
star ng with a full year of grade 8 Common Core State Standards math in diverse classrooms.
The number of students who retake algebra has dropped from 40 percent for the class of 2018
to 8 percent for the class of 2019, with these decreases for all subgroups. This year, more
students, and a far more diverse group of students, are accessing courses beyond Algebra 2.
Alongside SFUSD’s course sequencing policy, the district has also made changes in curriculum,
coaching and professional development. Now in its ﬁ h year of implementa on, SFUSD’s Math
Core Curriculum is structured around a unit design that holds the rich math task at the center of
the students’ mathema cal experience. A rich math task takes me to solve, lends itself to
collabora on, and creates the context in which students build mul ple representa ons and
communicate their reasoning.
To learn more about the SFUSD math course sequence, go to sfusdmath.org or read this recent
American Ins tutes of Research report tled, "Pursuing Equity and Excellence in Mathema cs:
Course Sequencing and Placement in San Francisco."
LOWELL HIGH SCHOOL RECOGNIZED AS CALIFORNIA DISTINGUISHED SCHOOL
When the state announced this award to the district, it also announced that Lowell High School
is among 162 public middle and high schools in California being honored under the 2019
Dis nguished Schools Program. Schools are awarded for achieving excep onal student
performance for two consecu ve school years or closing the achievement gap between two
school years. Lowell also received the Exemplary Visual and Performing Arts recogni on from
the California Department of Educa on.
###

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iHs3bsYQ4kL-_qv9i3QQppY5niKGWksDXDLXHwfeUMs/edit

2/2

