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Link to Today’s Resources
www.sfusd.edu/enroll
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Key Dates for 9th grade Lowell  
Submission

● Lowell 9th Grade Applications must be submitted together  
with an SFUSD Enrollment Application by Friday,  
December 14, 2018.

● Applicants will be mailed a letter on March 15, 2019
notifying them of the student’s school assignment.

● Parents/legal guardians must respond to the assignment  
offer by April 5, 2019 by following specific Lowell  
acceptance instructions detailed in the approval letter.
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December 14, 2018  
Last day to submit an  
application for 9th grade  
for Lowell for the
2019‐20 school year
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Tip: Avoid the long lines at the EPC   
and submit your application in  
November.
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Residency Requirement  
Required proof of address
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Residency  
requirement ● Applicants and their  

parent(s)/legal guardian(s)  
must be legally and  
physically residing in San  
Francisco at the time of  
application. If parents live at  
different addresses, the  
primary custodial parent  
must live in San Francisco.

● They must continue to  
reside in San Francisco 
from the time of  
application and while the  
student is attending  
Lowell.
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No Interdistrict Permit requests will be considered for Lowell  
admission.
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Additional documents may be required if

A. the name of the parent/legal guardian who signs  
the application does not appear in the district’s  
records (current student’s) or on the student’s  
verification of birthdate (new students);

B. the applicant attends school outside of San  
Francisco; or

C. parents/legal guardians are residing in different  
addresses.
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Residency  
requirement
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● Applications which are found to have fraudulent  
address information will be immediately cancelled 
and any resulting assignment retracted.

● Keep in mind that if the District must hire an  
investigator or expend other resources in order to  
scrutinize your residency claim, the District will  
charge you for these expenses if it ultimately  
determines your claim is invalid. In prior instances,  
the District has charged parents/guardians upwards  
of $5,000.00 for investigating fraudulent claims.
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Residency  
requirement
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NEW STUDENTS MUST PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION ALONG WITH THEIR APPLICATION
FORM:

A. Parent/Guardian’s Picture ID
(Note: Application must be submitted in person by  
the Parent/Guardian)

B. Proof of birthdate. If the document does not contain  
the parent/guardian name, additional guardianship  
verification is required.
‐ Birth certificate or official hospital record
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Required  
documents
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NEW STUDENTS MUST PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION ALONG WITH THEIR APPLICATION
FORM:

C. One (1) proof of home address that include the  
name and address of the parent/guardian. Any of  
the following original documents dated within the  
last 45 days need to be provided:
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Required  
documents

● Utility bill from agencies  
such as PG&E, water, cable  
or garbage. No cell phone  
bills will be accepted.

● Both automobile registration  
and auto insurance

● Homeowner’s or renter’s  
insurance policy

● Property tax statement
SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

● Pay stub
● Voter registration
● Official letter from a social  

service/government agency
● Grant deed, Title of property  

or rental/lease agreement with  
property owner’s  
documentation

● Section 8 agreement



Where to get the application  
Where to submit
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Where to  
get the  
Lowell  
Application

● Lowel l  H i g h Schoo l

● All S F U S D midd le and K ‐ 8 schoo ls

● Most S an Franc i sco non‐pub l i c m idd le and K ‐ 8    
schoo ls

● Educat iona l  P l a cement Center

● District ’s website: www.sfusd.edu/enrol l .

You may obtain the Lowell Application and the 
general SFUSD Enrollment Application at:
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Where to  
submit the  
Lowell  
application

Parents/legal guardians of current SFUSD  
8th grade students must submit in person  
both completed applications to their  
current SFUSD middle school or to the  
Educational Placement Center.
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Parents/legal guardians of all other 8th  
grade students must submit in person  
both completed applications to the  
Educational Placement Center.
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Applications sent through the mail will  
not be accepted.



Lowell High School 9th grade  
Admissions Criteria
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Admis s ion Criteria

● F ina l g rades for the first semeste r    
of the  7th  g rade   in  Eng l i sh ,    
Mathemat ics ,   Soc ia l  Studies ,   a nd    
S c i ence

● F ina l   g rades   for the   se cond    
semeste r of the 7th g rade in   
Eng l i sh ,  Mathemat ics , Soc ia l    
Studies ,   a nd Sc ience

● F ina l g rades for the first semeste r    
of the  8 th   g rade   in  Eng l i sh ,    
Mathemat ics ,   Soc ia l  Studies ,   a nd    
S c i ence
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Tiebreakers
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● Scores from the 7th grade SBAC test or  
from the January 2019 Lowell Admission  
test

● Information submitted on the Lowell  
Application (extracurricular activities  
demonstrating leadership skills,  
extenuating circumstances,  
demonstrated ability to overcome  
hardship, and family information)

● An essay to be written at the applicant’s  
current school (All schools with Lowell  
applicants will be given instructions for  
administering the essay requirement.)

Admis s ion Criteria



Band 1, 2 & 3 Admissions
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There  are  three  different B a nd s    
(qual i f icat ion methods )   for admiss ion into   
Lowel l  H i g h School .

There is also an addit iona l evaluat ion of  
Spec ia l  Educat ion   – R S P   app l i cants   for  
admis s ion   to Lowel l H i g h

1 . B a n d 1 – approx imate ly   70%  of seats    
(approx imate ly   615 seats)

2 . B a n d   2 – approx imate ly   15% of seats    
(approx imate ly   130 seats)

3 . B a n d   3 – approx imate ly   15% of seats    
(approx imate ly   130 seats)

4 . Spec ia l  Educat ion   – R S P – to be    
de te rm ined   – based   on   space    
avai labi l ity

B a n d   1, 2 & 3 Admis s ions
19
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Band 1  
admission  
is based on:

● The  appl icant ’s  g rades   in  Eng l i sh ,  Math, Soc ia l    
Studies , a nd Sc ience f rom the entire 7th g rade and    
the  1st semeste r  of 8 th grade.

● The appl icant ’s scores f rom the ELA/Read ing and    
Math port ions of the S B A C or Lowel l Admis s ions    
Test.

● The   total  poss ib le   score   for B a n d 1 is 89  points.  The    
2018‐19 cut‐off score for B a n d 1 wa s 88 points.
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Band 1  
admission  
is based on:

● 1st Semeste r 7th Grade: 16 Max imum of 4 points for ea ch    
of the fo l lowing four subjects : Eng l i sh , Math, Soc. Studies,    
Sc ience. A = 4, B = 3, C = 2, D = 1, F = 0

● 2nd Semeste r 7th Grade: 16 Max imum of 4 po ints for each
of the fo l lowing four subjects : Eng l i sh , Math, Soc. Studies ,
Sc ience. A = 4, B = 3, C = 2, D = 1, F = 0

● 1st Semeste r 8 th Grade: 32 Max imum of 8 points for each
of the fo l lowing four subjects : Eng l i sh , Math, Soc. Studies ,
Sc ience. A = 8, B = 6, C = 4, D = 2, F = 0

● The S B A C or Lowel l Admis s ion test:

○ 25 Maximum points. Each half (Reading/ELA and Math) of the  
SBAC or Lowell Admission test is worth 12.5 points

○ See Band Summary document for Band 1 Point Breakdown

SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT



To be cons idered for B a n d 2, student s    
mu s t have:

1 . a  m i n im um   G PA   of 3.00 (der ived   
f rom Eng l i sh , Math, Soc ia l Studies ,    
a nd   Sc ience   f rom  the  entire 7th    
g rade   a nd   the  1st semeste r   of 8 th    
g rade) and

2 . a m i n im um 60%ti le average in the    
S B A C or Lowel l Admis s ion test.

B a n d 2
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Band 2  
admission  
is based on:

● The appl icant ’s g rades in Eng l i sh , Math, Socia l Studies ,    
a nd   Sc ience   f rom  the  entire 7th  g rade   and   the  1st  
semeste r of 8 th grade. (max 64 points)

● The appl icant ’s score f rom the B a n d 2 evaluat ion done by    
s choo l ‐based  committees .   (max   45  points)   The   total    
poss ib le   score   for B a n d   2 is 109 points.  The   2018‐19 cut‐off    
score for B a n d 2 was 85 points.

See Band Summary document for Band 2  
Point Breakdown
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To be cons idered for B a n d 3, students mu s t have:

1 . a m i n im um of 64 points der ived from:
a. The applicant’s grades in English, Math, Social Studies, and  

Science from the entire 7th grade and the 1st semester of 8th  
grade, the applicant’s scores from the Reading/ELA and Math  
portions of the SBAC or Lowell Admission test. (Band 1)and

b. be attending a Band 3 identified school. Band 3 schools willbe  
identified as under‐represented using data from the last three  
years of student population, number of applicants and number  
of admissions. The list of Band 3 schools is not released to the  
public until notification letters are mailed.

B a n d 3
24
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Testing Requirement  
Lowell Admissions Test
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they also b r i ng a copy of both appl icat ions.

All S tudent s who d id not take the S B A C test    
in   the   Sp r i ng   of seventh   g rade  MUST   take    
the Lowel l Admis s ion Test on one of the two    
s chedu led   days.  App l i cants  who   have taken    
the   S B A C   test, m ay   NOT   take   the   J anua r y    
admis s ion test.

The Admiss ion Tests are admin i s te red at   
Lowel l  H i g h   School ,  1101 Euca l yp tus Ave.

App l i cants mu s t ma r k their chosen test date    
on   the   Lowel l appl icat ion.

● Wednesday,   J anua r y   9, 2019, 6:00 p.m.
● Saturday,   J anua r y   12, 2019, 8:30 a.m.

● The Wedne sday test wil l b e over by    
approx imate ly   9:00 p.m.

● The Saturday test wil l be over by    
approx imate ly   11:00 a.m.

● There is a 15 m inu te break in wh i ch    
ref reshments   are a l lowed bu t   not    
provided.

● Dict ionar ies and ca lcu lators wil l not be    
a l lowed.  Penc i l s   a nd   paper  wil l  b e    
provided.

● There wil l be no letter sent to conf i rm your    
chosen   test  date.  App l i cants   are expec ted    
to show up on their chosen test date.

● To be   admi t ted   to the   test  sett ing ,  all  
s tudents mu s t b r i ng s ome form of p icture    
identif ication.

● It is re commended , bu t not required that

Lowel l  Admi s s i on Test



Parents/ lega l   gua rd i ans  who  w i sh   to   
receive  their  chi ldren’s   compos i te   scores    
in  March  2019, mu s t   ind icate   so  on   the    
Lowel l appl icat ion. The compos i te score is   
the  point   va lue  der ived  f rom  the    
appl icants ’ g rades and test score.
Indiv idua l test scores will not be provided.

SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

S tudent s  who   receive  test    
a c commoda t i on s   at   their   current   schoo l    
t h rough   an   IEP,  504   p lan   or other    
d o cumen ted schoo l plan, mus t c he c k the    
box on the appl icat ion. P lease attach the    
current   IEP,  504   p lan   or other    
documentat ion .

27

Lowel l  Admi s s i on Test



Lowel l  H i g h  mu s t   be   l isted as  one  of the    
cho ices on the S F U S D Genera l Enro l lment    
Appl icat ion.  Bo th   appl icat ions  mu s t   be    
submi t ted together.

Lowel l does not have to be the first  
choice,  bu t   shou ld   be   l isted  in   the    
appl icant ’s   true order of preference.

All Lowel l requests , regard less of cho ice    
rank ing ,  wil l  g o   t h rough   the   s ame    
qual i f icat ion process at the s ame time.

SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

All a s s i gnment   letters,  i n c lud ing   Lowel l    
H i g h a s s i gnment letters will be ma i led on    
March  15, 2019. E a c h   student  will   receive   
only  one   a s s i gnment letter.

S tudent s  who   do  not  qual i fy   for Lowel l    
wil l  not   receive a   separate  denia l   letter   
un less they are not current ly enrol led in    
the   S F U S D   and   have   requested  only    
Lowel l H igh .

To accept an a s s i gnment to Lowell , the    
parent/guard ian  mu s t   comp le te   a    
reg ist rat ion process  deta i led  in   the    
a s s i gnment letter.

R eque s t i n g   Lowel l   on the    
Enro l lment Appl icat ion

A s s i g nment Notif icat ion 28



Admission for Grades 10-12
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● Applications for Lowell admissions for Grades 10‐12  
will be available in May 2019.

● Admissions are based on Fall and Spring semester  
report card grades in the academic subjects since  
the beginning of the 9th grade and space  
availability at the requested grade level.

● Applicants must have grades for at least 4 of these  
content areas in all grades:
○ English/Language Arts
○ Mathematics
○ Social Studies
○ Science
○ Foreign Language
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Admission
for Grades
10-12

SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT



● Sealed transcripts must be provided by non‐SFUSD  
student applicants by the end of June 2019.

● Notification for acceptance to Lowell in grades  
10‐12 will be in mid‐July 2019.
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Transcripts  
and  
Notification
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Most  
Frequently  
Asked  
Questions
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Frequent ly  A s ked Quest ions    
(9th g r ade appl icants)
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Q1: Do I need to provide the report cards and or grades?
A: No, the E P C will obta in the school records f rom your chi ld’s current    
school . (If E P C is unab le to obta in records, or if records are incomplete ,    
the appl icant ’s fami ly will b e contacted)

Q2: Is there an appeal process for students who are not accepted?
A: Lowel l H i g h school has an estab l i shed admis s ions criteria for all, a nd    
therefore to preserve equi ty no appea l s are accepted.



Frequent ly  A s ked Quest ions
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Q3: Is there a Wait pool for Lowell? What happens when an accepted  
student declines the assignment?
A: No, there   is no  wai t  pool.  Approx imate ly  1000 s tudents  wil l  b e    
admi t ted   for 680 seats.  The  over ‐enro l lment   is  intentional ly   i n c luded   to   
a c count   for patterns  of attrition. Typical ly,  about   300   s tudents  dec l ine    
their Lowel l a s s i gnment b r i n g i ng the c lass d own to the target size.

Q4: Is there a sibling priority to attend Lowell?
A: No, all s tudents are required to mee t the admis s ions criteria.



Frequent ly  A s ked Quest ions
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Q5: I wish my child to attend Lowell, however, their sibling attends
school (B). How can I assure if my child does not qualify for Lowell,
that both children attend school together?
A: Lowel l   app l i cants  w i th   s ib l ings   at  other  h i g h   schoo ls  m ay   list the    
s ib l ing ’s school in the order of preference. They need to ind icate on the    
appl i cat ion  that   there   is a   s ib l ing   at  one  of the   choices.  A   s ib l ing    
t iebreaker will app ly for the sib l ing ’s school where ever it is l isted.



Frequent ly  A s ked Quest ions
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Q6: What happens if my child does not qualify for Lowell? Will this  
hurt their chances of getting another choice school?
A: If the student does not qual i fy for Lowel l , the school wil l b e removed    
f rom  the   list of cho i ces   a nd   all other   requests  will  b e  moved   u p   in    
rank i ng   on   the  preference   list. C h an ce s   of ge t t i ng   another   school  wil l    
not  be   negat ive ly impacted .



Frequent ly  A s ked Quest ions
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Q7: What happens if my child is applying for Lowell and Ruth Asawa  
SOTA?
A: If the   s tudent  qual i f ies  for Lowel l   a nd   also passes   the  Ru th   A sawa    
SOTA audit ion, the a s s i gnmen t will d epend on the order the schools are   
l isted on   the  genera l   enro l lment  appl icat ion.  All  requested   schools,    
i n c l ud ing Lowel l a nd SOTA shou ld be l isted in your order of preference.



Q8: What if my child’s school uses trimesters instead of semesters?  
A: For schools on tr imester system, all three tr imesters of 7th g rade will    
b e ave raged and resu l t ing g rades u sed for bo th 1st and 2nd semester.
The first tr imester g rade of 8 th g rade will be u sed for the 1st semester of  
8 th grade.

SAN FRANCISCO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Frequent ly  A s ked Quest ions
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Stay  Connec ted  w i th S F U S D
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